
The Greatest Story
The Bible in Six Acts

2021 PCCBS - Steve Davis















The Greatest Story
The Bible in Six Acts

2021 PCCBS - Steve Davis



An Epic Narrative
Genesis: 


“In the beginning...”


Revelation: 

“Look! God’s dwelling place is 
now among the people, and he 
will dwell with them. They will be 
his people, and God himself will 
be with them and be their God. 
‘He will wipe every tear from 
their eyes. There will be no more 
death’ or mourning or crying or 
pain, for the old order of things 
has passed away.”



The Plot Conflict
• God creates a good world and 

invites mankind to share in His 
glory by ruling the creation on 
God's behalf.


• But mankind rejects God and 
chooses to rule creation on their 
own terms instead.  Soon God's 
good world suffers under 
mankind's bad management.  


• The Bible story is about resolving 
this conflict so that all the world 
will be filled with God's glory just 
as He originally intended.

VS. 

THE KINGDOM OF MEN



A Drama in Six Acts
Act One: Creation and Invitation to Bear God’s Image


Act Two: Rebellion and Fallout


Act Three: God's Covenant with Israel


Scene 1: God chooses Abram to Bless the 
Nations


Scene 2: Israel's Royal Failure


Scene 3: The Promised Messiah


Act Four: Jesus and the Kingdom of God


Act Five: Sharing the Gospel to the Nations


Act Six: The Return of the King

Genesis 1 - 2

Genesis 3 - 11

OT:  Books of 
Law, History, 
Wisdom, and 
Prophets

The Gospels

Acts & Letters 

The Revelation 



Background Resources

• How Can the Bible be 
Authoritative, NT Wright, 1991


• The Drama of Scripture, Craig 
Bartholomew and Michael 
Goheen, 2014


• Exploring My Strange Bible 
Podcast by Tim Mackie, 2016



A Drama in Six Acts
Genesis 1 - 2 Act One: Creation and Invitation to Bear God’s Image


Act Two: Rebellion and Fallout


Act Three: God's Covenant with Israel


Scene 1: God chooses Abram to Bless the Nations


Scene 2: Israel's Royal Failure


Scene 3: The Promised Messiah


Act Four: Jesus and the Kingdom of God


Act Five: Sharing the Gospel to the Nations


Act Six: The Return of the King



In the Beginning
• The Book of Genesis was 

written for ancient Hebrews who 
spent generations living in 
Egypt, and were now in the land 
of Canaan surrounded by 
foreign culture and religions.


• The creation account taught the 
Hebrews there were not multiple 
gods, but one God who created 
everything else.


• The purpose of Genesis was to 
teach the story of the Jews and 
the God they worshipped.

CREATED



In the beginning God 
created the heavens (sky) 
and the earth (land). Now 
the earth was formless and 
void, and darkness was over 
the surface of the deep, and 
the spirit of God was 
hovering over the waters. 
And God said, “Let their be 
light” ... 

• When you close your eyes 
and try to picture the earth 
after the six days of creation, 
what do you see?

The Blue Marble, Earth as seen  
from Apollo 17 on December 7,1972 

 

Modern View 
of the Universe



• The Creation Account was not 
written to answer contemporary 
questions about science. Instead, 
it answers ancient questions about 
the God worshipped by the Jews. 


• The inspired words of Scripture 
were not designed to correct 
misconceptions about cosmology, 
science or other ancient world-
views. Consider these two NT 
words:


Heart = Center of thought 
and mind (1 Kings 3:9, 
Psalm 37:4, Romans 1:24)


Demons = Cause of 
disease (Mt 4:24)

Ancient View 
of the Universe



• The Firmament (Raqia) was thought 
to  be a solid roof-like dome that kept 
the blue waters above the earth. (Gen 
1:7-8, Job 37:14-16, Ez 1:1, 22-26).


• Rain and snow were stored above the 
firmament and occasionally let down 
to earth through open windows of 
heaven. (Gen 7:11, 8:2, Job 38:1-2,22


Tower of Babel


• The Ground was a disk held above 
the deep waters by pillars sometimes 
called the foundation of the earth. 
(Psalm 102:25, Job 9:6, Psalm 75:3)

Ancient View 
of the Universe



The Pleasure of God
We do not have an egotistical God 
who needs our praise and worship. 
Instead, we have a loving God who 
desires to share the joy, wonder and 
perfection of His awesome character 
with His children.


• Isaiah 45:18  “In His love, God did 
not create the earth to be empty, 
but formed it to be inhabited”. 


• Revelation 4:11  “You are worthy, 
O Lord, to receive glory and honor 
and power: for you have created 
all things, and for your pleasure 
they are and were created”.



The Creator God
Why did God Create?                   

• In His mercy, God created 
order out of chaos and it was 
very good.   


Genesis 1:27-28,31;  
2:4-7,15


• The Garden of Eden was 
perfection on earth where 
God dwelled with man.


Genesis 3:8

The man and his wife heard the 
sound of the LORD God as He was 
walking in the garden in the cool of 
the day.                        Genesis 3:8



The Royal Task
• God created mankind to be 

His “image bearers”.


• As images of the Divine, man 
was to rule (manage) the good 
world on God's behalf.  


• They were to multiply and 
spread out over creation in 
order to bring God's goodness 
and character to all. 
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Act Three

The Bible in Six Acts

CREATION REBELLION

GOD'S COVENANT WITH ISRAEL

Nations 
Blessed

Israel's 
Failure

Hope for 
Messiah

END OF 
OLD TESTAMENT

• Written to answer ancient 
questions about God, not  21st 
century questions about 
science. 

• God creates man in His image. 

• Man is to partner with God by  
multiplying, filling the earth and 
ruling over Creation. 

• God and Man dwell together.        
,

Act One Act Two

Scene 1 Scene 2 Scene 3



A Drama in Six Acts
Genesis 3 - 11

Act One: Creation and Invitation to Bear God’s Image


Act Two: Rebellion and Fallout


Act Three: God's Covenant with Israel


Scene 1: God chooses Abram to Bless the Nations


Scene 2: Israel's Royal Failure


Scene 3: The Promised Messiah


Act Four: Jesus and the Kingdom of God


Act Five: Sharing the Gospel to the Nations


Act Six: The Return of the King



Who Defines Good & Evil?
God's prohibition from eating of 
the Tree of the Knowledge of 
Good and Evil was for Adam 
and Eve's benefit:


• They needed to learn they 
were not God 


• They needed to trust God 
to define good and evil 
rather than define “what 
was right in their own 
eyes”.

Genesis 2: 8,16-18



Rebellion!
• Adam and Eve sinned when 

they rejected Godly thinking and 
trusted in Serpent-like thinking 
instead.


• Instead of being images of God, 
they wanted to be gods and 
trust in their own interpretation 
of good and evil.


• God would have been justified 
in destroying mankind because 
he had forewarned Adam that 
he would surely die if he ate 
from the tree.

Genesis 3: 1-7



Forgiveness!
• God demonstrated his love 

and wanted to rescue Adam 
and Eve from sin and death 
because they trusted God 
enough to confess their sin. 


• While there would be an 
ongoing enmity between 
man's will and God's will, the 
loving Creator promised the 
woman a seed who would 
eventually crush sin and  
Serpent-like thinking.

Genesis 3: 8-15



Separation from God!
• Although man was forgiven, 

consequences remained. The 
most significant consequence 
of man's decision to reject 
God's instruction was 
banishment from the Garden 
and separation from God. 

• Sinful man was no longer 
qualified to be in the presence 
of the Holy Creator and this 
conflict is a major theme 
throughout the balance of 
Scripture.

Gen 3: 21-24



Mankind's Downward Spiral
• While there was still hope that 

mankind would reflect God's 
character and be good stewards 
of his creation, the opposite 
happened and mankind 
vandalized God's good creation.


• At this point, God chose to save 
mankind from himself and washes 
the earth clean with a flood.  


• God remembered his promise to 
rescue mankind from sin and 
saved Noah and his family to 
preserve “the seed” and continue 
Adam's charge to rule creation.

Genesis 6: 1-8



The Kingdom of Babylon 
• After the flood, mankind ignored 

God's desire that they should to go 
across the earth bringing God's 
image to all of creation.  Instead, 
they congregated in a city and 
desired to make a name for 
themselves, rather than for God.


• Once again, God acts to save 
mankind from himself, this time by 
scattering the people. 


• Throughout Scripture, Babel 
(Babylon) represents the  Kingdom 
of Men in opposition to the 
Kingdom of God. Genesis 11: 4



Act 3: God's Covenant with Israel
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A Drama in Six Acts

OT:  Books of 
Law, History, 
Wisdom, and 
Prophets

Genesis 12:1

Act One: Creation and Invitation to Bear God’s Image


Act Two: Rebellion and Fallout


Act Three: God's Covenant with Israel


Scene 1: God chooses Abram to Bless the Nations


Scene 2: Israel's Royal Failure


Scene 3: The Promised Messiah


Act Four: Jesus and the Kingdom of God


Act Five: Sharing the Gospel to the Nations


Act Six: The Return of the King



Zooming-In on Abraham 

• Genesis begins by 
covering thousands of 
years of history and 
focusing on all of humanity 
throughout the first 11 
chapters of the book.


• In chapter 12 the narrative 
suddenly slows down and 
changes its focus to one 
man and his family.



All Nations Blessed

• Since the whole of humanity 
rejected God, He turns his 
attention to  Abram and 
declares that all nations will 
be blessed through him.       
(Gen 12:1-3, 26:4, 28:14)


• God chose this single 
individual because Abraham 
was faithful and would teach 
his family to do what was right 
(Gen 18:18-19).



The Nation of Israel

• God revealed Himself to 
Abraham and his family, and it 
is through them that we have 
the Word of God today.


• Abraham’s family was 
supposed to demonstrate to 
humanity how their God and 
His ways were superior to 
anything else.

You Are My 
Witnesses 

Isa 43:9-12



Abraham's Troubled Family
Four Generations of Failure: 

1. Abraham betrays his wife


2. Isaac's brother Ishmael is 
banished to die in the 
desert.


3. Jacob deceives his father


4. Joseph is sold into slavery


Despite the repeated failure, God 
demonstrates His desire to 
rescue and bless the family so 
that His plan can be fulfilled.



The Family Becomes a Nation

• Israel first demonstrated its 
potential to be God's 
witnesses when they were in 
Egypt.


• The Book of Exodus begins 
with a direct echo to Creation 
and God's command for man 
to bear His image and bring 
His glory to the world.

The Israelites 
were exceedingly 
fruitful; they 
multiplied greatly, 
increased in 
numbers and 
became so 
numerous that the 
land was filled 
with them. 

Exodus 1:7



Deliverance from Egypt
Exodus 1 - 18 

• After the death of Joseph and 
his family, a new Pharaoh 
arose who abused the Hebrew 
people.


• God heard the cries of his 
people and appeared to 
Moses to say that He would 
rescue them from bondage.


• This God identified himself to 
Moses as YHWH.

YHWH 
I will be who I will be



God's Covenant at Sinai
Exodus 19 - 23 

• As God's chosen people, 
Israel was to obey God's 
commandments and become 
a Kingdom of Priests who 
would declare God's 
righteousness to the nations. 


• The 10 Commandments and 
the succeeding laws about 
worship, social justice and 
generosity were superior to 
the laws of other nations.  (Dt 
4:5-8)

You yourselves have seen 
what I did to Egypt, and how 
I carried you on eagles’ 
wings and brought you to 
myself. Now if you obey me 
fully and keep my covenant, 
then out of all nations you will 
be my treasured possession. 
Although the whole earth is 
mine, you will be for me a 
kingdom of priests 
and a holy nation.’ 


Exodus 19: 4-6



Response of the People

The Nation had the very best of 
intentions, but after Moses spent 
40 days on top of the mountain 
and out of their midst, the 
people soon lost heart and 
broke the very first of the 10 
Commandments.


• Exodus 32:7-8

So Moses went back and 
summoned the elders of the 
people and set before them 
all the words the LORD had 
commanded him to speak. 


The people all responded 
together, “We will do 
everything the LORD has 
said”.


Exodus 19: 7-8



God's Presence
Exodus 25 - 40 

• Access to God's presence in the 
Garden was blocked after 
Adam's sin.


• But now, the presence of God 
came to the mountain to 
demonstrate God's intention to 
once again dwell with Israel - and 
eventually with all families of the 
world as He had in the Garden.


• The Remaining chapters of 
Exodus describe the architectural 
plans and construction of a 
tabernacle where YHWH would 
dwell in the midst of the people.



Purity and Holiness Laws
• Exodus ends with the Tabernacle 

having been built, but with Moses 
being prohibited from entering 
into God's presence (40:34-35)


• Leviticus then describes how the 
Chosen People could obtain 
access to God's presence 
through ritual offerings, priestly 
mediators and purity laws.


• After becoming symbolically 
pure, The Book of Numbers 
begins with Moses inside the tent 
(1:1).



Act 3: God's Covenant with Israel

The Greatest Story
The Drama of Scripture



CREATION REBELLION
Nations 
Blessed

Israel's 
Failure

Hope for 
Messiah

END OF 
OLD TESTAMENT

• Even though mankind has rejected God, He chooses to bless the 
Nations through Abram and his family. 

• The family is dysfunctional and makes terrible choices, but God still 
chooses to save them from famine by going to Egypt where they 
were fruitful, multiplied and filled the land.  

• After 400 years, circumstances in Egypt change and Israel is 
treated harshly by Pharaoh.  God hears the cry of His people and 
delivers them out of bondage. 

• God enters into a covenant with the Hebrews and dwells in the midst of 
the people. God asks them to follow His commands and become 
YHWH's witnesses to the Nations.

Act One Act Two Act Three
GOD'S COVENANT WITH ISRAEL

The Bible in Six Acts

Scene 1 Scene 2 Scene 3



Purity and Holiness Laws
• Exodus ends with the Tabernacle 

having been built, but with Moses 
being prohibited from entering 
into God's presence (40:34-35)


• Leviticus then describes how the 
Chosen People could obtain 
access to God's presence 
through ritual offerings, priestly 
mediators and purity laws.


• After becoming symbolically 
pure, The Book of Numbers 
begins with Moses inside the tent 
(1:1).



A Drama in Six Acts

OT:  Books of 
Law, History, 
Wisdom, and 
Prophets

Genesis 12:1

Act One: Creation and Invitation to Bear God’s Image


Act Two: Rebellion and Fallout


Act Three: God's Covenant with Israel


Scene 1: God chooses Abram to Bless the Nations


Scene 2: Israel's Royal Failure


Scene 3: The Promised Messiah


Act Four: Jesus and the Kingdom of God


Act Five: Sharing the Gospel to the Nations


Act Six: The Return of the King



Blessing or Cursing
• Deuteronomy records Moses' 

last words to the people who 
would enter the Promised 
Land.


• Moses explains that the Nation 
would be blessed for obeying 
YHWH, but would be cursed if 
they failed to follow His ways.


• The book ends with Moses 
prophecy that the Israelites 
would become utterly 
corrupt. (Dt. 31: 24-29)



• Throughout the balance of the 
Jewish Scriptures we see plot 
tension arising from the the 
fact that God's chosen people 
who were supposed to teach 
God's character to the world 
repeatedly fail and fall into sin.


• This was not a surprise to 
YHWH because He knew all 
along that humankind would 
fail.  


• The exhortation for the reader 
is that if Israel could sin, then 
all fall short of righteousness.

Israel's Royal Failure 

Sin 
 &  

Disobedience 



The Chasm between God's 
Righteousness and Our Sinfulness

• God's glory is magnified when 
mankind sins because it gives 
Him opportunity to 
demonstrate His goodness 
and compassion (Romans 
11:30-32, Exodus 33:18-19, 
34:6-7).



Declaring God's Righteousness

• God is glorified in our struggle 
against sin.   


• When we desire to follow 
Godly ways, despite our 
natural inclination toward sin, 
we glorify God by 
acknowledging that His way 
is the right way.



Goodness and Severity
While God desires to show 
mercy and grace, He will not be 
mocked. 


The central point in Israel's 
history was the destruction of 
Jerusalem and the deportation 
of its people into captivity 
because they rejected God's 
words.                     

• 2 Chronicles 36:15-16




Israel's Failure in History

Israel

Judah



Israel's Failure in the Torah
Throughout the 5 books of the Torah 
(teaching), God's chosen people 
continually fail to be a light to the world. 

• Genesis highlights the dysfunction in Abraham's 
family.


• Exodus shows the Israelite nation immediately 
breaking the the first two of the 10 Commandments 
after God's Covenant at Sinai.


• Leviticus describes the need for purification rituals 
to allow these sinful and corrupt people to enter the 
holiness of God's presence.


• Numbers tells the story of the failed journey from 
Mt. Sinai to the Promised Land because of the 
people's rebellion against God and Moses.


• Deuteronomy promises blessings and cursings to 
the Nation depending on their obedience or 
disobedience.



Israel's Failure in the Writings
The Writings are narrative stories that 
describe historical events that took 
place before and after the fall of 
Jerusalem and the exile of its people.  

• Joshua and Judges describe the 
conquest of the Canaanites and the failure 
of the Jews to follow only YHWH.


• The Books of Samuel describe the birth 
of the Israelite monarchy and the sins of 
its first kings.


• Kings and Chronicles describe the 
divided Kingdom and were written for 
people in exile to explain why the 
Promised Land was taken from them.


• Ezra and Nehemiah show how the 
people continued to fail even after 
returning to Jerusalem after their release 
from captivity.



Israel's Failure in Wisdom Books

The Wisdom books are poetic 
expressions, often describing 
the deep personal failings and 
struggles of individuals called to 
God's purpose.


• Proverbs


• Psalms


• Ecclesiastes



Act 3: God's Covenant with Israel
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CREATION REBELLION
Nations 
Blessed

Israel's 
Failure

Hope for 
Messiah

END OF 
OLD TESTAMENT

• Even though mankind has rejected God, He chooses to bless the 
Nations through Abram and his family. 

• The family is saved from famine by going to Egypt where they were 
fruitful, multiplied and filled the land.  

• After 400 years, circumstances in Egypt change and Israel is 
treated harshly by Pharaoh.  God hears the cry of His people and 
delivers them out of bondage. 

• God enters into a covenant with the Hebrews and dwells in the 
midst of the people. God asks them to follow His commands and 
become YHWH's witnesses to the Nations.

Act One Act Two Act Three
GOD'S COVENANT WITH ISRAEL

The Bible in Six Acts

Scene 1 Scene 2 Scene 3



CREATION REBELLION
Nations 
Blessed

Israel's 
Failure

Hope for 
Messiah

END OF 
OLD TESTAMENT

• While Abram was selected because he would teach his             
family to do right, the family was dysfunctional and                   
sinned repeatedly. 

• Even though God brought the Hebrews out of Egypt through a 
series of miraculous events, they complained and rejected Moses. 

• At Sinai, the Nation promised to follow YHWH's ways and 
commands, but quickly fell into sin by creating idols and following 
the ways of the Nations instead. 

• The whole history of Israel's kings and people show repeated 
failure which lead to the destruction of Jerusalem and it's Temple, 
the captivity of the people, and the end to the reign of Jewish 
Kings. God's presence is no longer in the midst of the people.

Act Three
GOD'S COVENANT WITH ISRAEL

Act TwoAct One

The Bible in Six Acts

Scene 1 Scene 3Scene 2



Israel's Failure in History

Israel

Judah



A Drama in Six Acts

OT:  Books of 
Law, History, 
Wisdom, and 
Prophets

Genesis 12:1

Act One: Creation and Invitation to Bear God’s Image


Act Two: Rebellion and Fallout


Act Three: God's Covenant with Israel


Scene 1: God chooses Abram to Bless the Nations


Scene 2: Israel's Royal Failure


Scene 3: The Promised Messiah


Act Four: Jesus and the Kingdom of God


Act Five: Sharing the Gospel to the Nations


Act Six: The Return of the King



Anticipation of Israel's Messiah
The prophets' message was one 
of hope for redemption from sin, 
a preservation of a remnant, and 
for a future Messiah to come. 

• The Torah 


• The Conquest


• The United Monarchy


• The Divided Kingdom


• The Exile


• After the Exile



Anticipation of Israel's Messiah
The prophets' message was one 
of hope for redemption from sin, 
a preservation of a remnant, and 
for a future Messiah to come. 

• The Torah 


• The Conquest


• The United Monarchy


• The Divided Kingdom


• The Exile


• After the Exile

• The Promise Of a Seed 

• The Promises to 
Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob  

• Seed will come from 
Royal line of Judah 

• The Promise of a 
Prophet like Moses

      



Anticipation of Israel's Messiah
Seed of the Woman: “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and 
between your seed and hers; he will crush your head and you will strike his 
heal.” Gen 3:15 

The Seed of Abraham: “In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be 
blessed, because you have done this.” Gen 22:18 

Judah's Blessing: “The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler 
staff from between his feet (his descendants), until Shiloh comes, and to 
him shall be the obedience of the peoples.” Gen 49:10


The Prophet: “I will raise up for them a prophet like you (Moses) from 
among their fellow Israelites and I will put my words in his mouth.” Dt 18:18




Anticipation of Israel's Messiah
The prophets' message was one 
of hope for redemption from sin, 
a preservation of a remnant, and 
for a future Messiah to come. 

• The Pentateuch 


• The Conquest


• The United Monarchy


• The Divided Kingdom


• The Exile


• After the Exile

• Ruth and the 
foreshadowing of a 
Kinsman-Redeemer



Anticipation of Israel's Messiah
The prophets' message was one 
of hope for redemption from sin, 
a preservation of a remnant, and 
for a future Messiah to come. 

• The Pentateuch 


• The Conquest


• The United Monarchy


• The Divided Kingdom


• The Exile


• After the Exile

• The Promise to David of 
a seed and an 
everlasting kingdom 

2 Samuel 7:11-16 

• The Messianic Psalms 
Psa. 22 
Psa. 45 
Psa. 72 
Psa. 110



Anticipation of Israel's Messiah
David's Seed: “When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your 
fathers, I will raise up your [seed] after you, who shall come from your body, 
and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build my house for my name, and I 
will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.“ 2 Sam 7:12-13


Psalm 72: “ Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to 
the Royal son! May he judge your people with righteousness, and your poor 
with justice!  May he have dominion from sea to sea, and from the river to 
the ends of the earth! For he delivers the needy when he calls the poor and 
him who has no helper. He has pity on the week and the needy, and saves 
the lives of the needy. May his name endure forever, his fame continue as 
long as the sun! May people be blessed in him, all nations call him blessed!“ 

Psalm 110: “YHWH says to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand, until I make your 
enemies your footstool.“



Anticipation of Israel's Messiah
The prophets' message was one 
of hope for redemption from sin, 
a preservation of a remnant, and 
for a future Messiah to come. 

• The Pentateuch 


• The Conquest


• The United Monarchy


• The Divided Kingdom


• The Exile


• After the Exile

• Isaiah's prophecies 
7:14-16 
9:6-7 
11:1-5 
49:5-7 
53:1-12



Anticipation of Israel's Messiah

Isaiah’s Prophecies: 

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the government 
shall be upon his shoulder and his name shall be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty god, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the 
increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the 
throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forever 
more.” Isaiah 9:6–7



Anticipation of Israel's Messiah
The prophets' message was one 
of hope for redemption from sin, 
a preservation of a remnant, and 
for a future Messiah to come. 

• The Pentateuch 


• The Conquest


• The United Monarchy


• The Divided Kingdom


• The Exile


• After the Exile

• Ezekiel's prophecies 
34:22-24 

• Daniel's prophecies 
7:13-14



Anticipation of Israel's Messiah

Ezekiel 34:22-24 “ I will save my flock, and they will no longer be 
plundered. I will place over them one shepherd, my servant David, and 
he will tend them; he will tend them and be their Shepherd. I YHWH will 
be their God, and my servant David will be prince among them.” 

Daniel 7:13-14 “ in my vision at night I looked, and there before me was 
one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approach 
the Ancient of Days and was lead into His presence. He was given 
authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations and peoples of every 
language worshiped him.  His dominion is an everlasting dominion that 
will not pass away, and his dominion is one that will never be destroyed.“



Anticipation of Israel's Messiah
The prophets' message was one 
of hope for redemption from sin, 
a preservation of a remnant, and 
for a future Messiah to come. 

• The Pentateuch 


• The Conquest


• The United Monarchy


• The Divided Kingdom


• The Exile


• After the Exile

• Zechariah's prophecies 
3:8 
9:9 

• Malachi's prophecies 
3:1-3



Anticipation of Israel's Messiah

Zechariah 9:9-11 “Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout, Daughter 
Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and victorious, lowly 
and riding on a donkey. On a colt the fall of a donkey. He will proclaim 
peace to the nations. His rule will extend from sea to see and from the 
River to the ends of the earth. And for you, because of the blood of my 
covenant with you, I will free your prisoners...” 

Malachi 3:1 “I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before 
me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the 
messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says the 
YHWH Almighty.



Disappointment
• While Eve was promised a seed that would crush sin, she and 

Adam were devastated when their son Cain murdered Abel.


• Abraham's family was dysfunctional and he died without 
seeing the fulfillment of the promise.


• David, the first king from the line of Judah, was not the 
promised seed for he was a murderer, like Cain.


• The succeeding Kings of Judah and Israel all sinned and led 
the Nation into destruction and collapse.  At this point it 
seems there are no more kings to fulfill the promise. 


• The Old Testament ends without the appearance of the long-
promised Messiah...



Focus on Israel's Failure
• While Abram was selected because he 

would teach his family to do right, the family 
was dysfunctional and sinned repeatedly. 

• Even though God brought the Hebrews out 
of Egypt through a series of miraculous 
events, they complained and rejected 
Moses. 

• At Sinai, the Nation promised to follow 
YHWH's ways and commands, but quickly 
fell into sin by creating idols and following 
the ways of the Nations instead. 

• The whole history of Israel's kings and 
people show repeated failure which lead to 
the destruction of Jerusalem and it's 
Temple, the captivity of the people, and the 
end to the reign of Jewish Kings. God's 
presence is no longer in the midst of the 
people.Two-Thirds of Scripture Focuses on Israel's Sins



“You Are the Man”

As readers of the Old Testament, 
we might wonder how the 
Jewish Nation could fail so 
miserably after all that YHWH 
had done for them.


• The storyline is designed to 
shock us into realizing —just 
as King David had — that we 
are no different.





Time Between the Testaments
In the time between the 
Testaments, the Greek Empire 
under Alexander the Great took 
over and began to spread Greek 
culture throughout the Empire.


• Antiochus Epiphanes 
desecrated the Temple in an 
attempt to force Helinization on 
the Jews.


• The Jews fought back and won 
independence 


• But it was not long-lasting...



Act 4: The Promised Messiah:

 Jesus and the Kingdom of God


  

The Greatest Story
The Drama of Scripture



CREATION REBELLION
Nations 
Blessed

Israel's 
Failure

Hope for 
Messiah

END OF 
OLD TESTAMENT

• From the beginning, God promised that sin would be crushed by 
one who descended from Eve — the seed of the woman. 

• Abraham was told that the Nations would be blessed through him 
and his seed. 

• Judah, Abraham's great-grandson, is told that Abraham's seed will 
hold the Scepter and become Royalty. 

• Psalms indicate the future king will come from David's seed and 
will bring justice to the Nations. 

• The prophets foretell the king will need to suffer before coming in 
glory to reign over a new creation.

Act Three
GOD'S COVENANT WITH ISRAEL

Act TwoAct One

The Bible in Six Acts

Scene 1 Scene 2 Scene 3



Who Will Rescue Me?
Although I want to do good, evil is 
right there with me. For in my 
inner being I delight in God’s law; 
but I see another law at work in 
me, waging war against the law of 
my mind and making me a 
prisoner of the law of sin at work 
within me. What a wretched man I 
am! Who will rescue me from this 
body that is subject to death?


Romans 7:21-25 

Thanks be to God—through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 



A Drama in Six Acts

The Gospels: 
Matthew, Mark, 
Luke and John

Act One: Creation and Invitation to Bear God’s Image


Act Two: Rebellion and Fallout


Act Three: God's Covenant with Israel


Scene 1: God chooses Abram to Bless the Nations


Scene 2: Israel's Royal Failure


Scene 3: The Promised Messiah


Act Four: Jesus and the Kingdom of God


Act Five: Sharing the Gospel to the Nations


Act Six: The Return of the King



The Good News! 

They believed the Gospel 
of the Kingdom of God 
and the name of Jesus 
Christ...


— Acts 8:12THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST



The Name of Jesus

Jesus' name means, 
“Yah Saves”.   

From the beginning, God 
has promised to save 
mankind from sin.  His 
plan (logos) was to do this 
through the seed of the 
woman, Jesus. 


Isaiah 43:10-11, Jude 
1:24-25



Jesus the Messiah

Jesus fulfills Old 
Testament Prophecies: 

• The Seed of David (from 
the tribe of Judah)


• The Seed of Abraham


• The Seed of the Woman
This is the genealogy of 
Jesus the Messiah -- the 
son of David, the son of 
Abraham.         Mt. 1:1-16



Jesus fulfills the Law: 

• “Do not think that I have come to 
abolish the Law or the Prophets; 
I have not come to abolish them 
but to fulfill them”.  — Mt. 5:17


• Now if you obey me fully and 
keep my covenant, then out of all 
nations you will be my treasured 
possession. Although the whole 
earth is mine, you will be for me 
a kingdom of priests and a holy 
nation.’  — Ex. 19:5-6

Jesus the Perfect Israelite

Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your 
strength and with all your 
mind; and, Love your 
neighbor as yourself. 


Mt  22:37-39



Jesus' Birth

Luke 2:10-11 

But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you 
good news that will cause 
great joy for all the people. 
Today in the town of David a 
Savior has been born to you; 
he is the Messiah, the Lord”.  




Salvation from Sin!

Jesus provides salvation from 
sin and its consequences. 

• You are to give him the 
name Jesus, because he 
will save his people form 
their sins. (Mt 1:21)


• Simeon and Anna (Lk 2:25)
He will wipe every tear 
from their eyes. There will 
be no more death or 
mourning or crying or pain



Salvation from Oppression?
For the Jew, life under Roman 
occupation was hard, and 
consequently, the people were 
longing for one who would save 
them from the taxation, 
intimidation, and cruelty of their 
occupiers.


• Judas Maccabaeus and 
Chanukah 


• Road to Emmaus (Luke 
24:17-21)


• False Messiahs (Acts 5:36)



Jesus' Birth
Luke 2:10-11 

But the angel said to them, “Do 
not be afraid. I bring you good 
news that will cause great joy 
for all the people. Today in the 
town of David a Savior has 
been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord”.  


Matthew 1:23 

“And they shall call his name 
Emmanuel, which means God 
with us”.



Jesus' Life
• Jesus was the flawless 

image-bearer, the perfect 
witness to God's character 
(John 14:5-11).


• Jesus pointed to a new 
creation by announcing the 
Coming Kingdom of God 
and demonstrated the power 
of God to heal and restore a 
broken world (Mark 1:9,15; 
Mt. 4:23-24, Luke 7:20-22).

The Bible is a unified story that 
points to Jesus. He is the 
central figure through which 
God rescues mankind from sin.



Jesus' Teaching
• Jesus announced his ministry by 

quoting Isaiah's prophecy that he 
had come to bring good news to the 
poor and outcast of “religious 
society” (blind, lepers, Samaritans, 
tax collectors, etc.).                         
— Luke 4:16-20, 24-28 

• Jesus invited any and all who would 
repent and seek the mercy of God to 
join his family of believers               
— Mt. 11:25-30 

• Jesus taught against religious 
hypocrisy, especially when it 
exploited the weak.                         
— Luke 20:46-47



Act 5: Sharing the Gospel: Making Disciples

          of All Nations
Act 6:  The Return of the King

The Greatest Story
The Drama of Scripture



Jesus' Death
1. To inspire us by showing 

what complete trust and  
obedience to God looks 
like (Mt 26:36-44, Lk. 
4:1-13, Mt. 27:38-44).


2. To publicly display the 
utter depravity of 
serpent-like thinking. Sin 
is so bad that men could 
justify murdering the 
perfect son of God (John 
18:14).


3. To uphold God's 
righteousness (Romans 
3:25-26).

For Christ suffered once for sins, 
the righteous for the unrighteous, 

to bring you to God.     1 Peter 3:18

Why did Jesus die?  



Demonstrating Our Thanks

Hebrews 12:28 

Since we are receiving a 
kingdom that cannot be shaken, 
let us be thankful, and so 
worship God acceptably with 
reverence and awe...

Hymn 236 (Bro. John Morris)



How are People Saved?
We are saved by God's 
grace through Jesus — God 
saves us for Jesus' sake.


• God will save us if we 
desire to follow the way of 
Jesus rather than the way 
of Adam (Rom. 5:12,17).


• God will save us if we 
desire to have the faith of 
Jesus (Rom 3:22, 4:16).



Jesus' Resurrection 
• The Resurrection proves that 

Jesus' trust in God was well 
placed (Mt. 16:21). He was 
the first fruit— the first one 
to taste the new creation. 


• After he was raised, Jesus 
was changed and no longer 
had to battle carnal thoughts 
because he defeated the 
power of sin by crushing the 
head of the serpent (John 
19:30, 1 Cor. 15:42-43).



A Drama in Six Acts
Act One: Creation and Invitation to Bear God’s Image


Act Two: Rebellion and Fallout


Act Three: God's Covenant with Israel


Scene 1: God chooses Abram to Bless the 
Nations


Scene 2: Israel's Royal Failure


Scene 3: The Promised Messiah


Act Four: Jesus and the Kingdom of God


Act Five: Sharing the Gospel to the Nations


Act Six: The Return of the King

Genesis 1 - 2

Genesis 3 - 11

OT:  Books of 
Law, History, 
Wisdom, and 
Prophets

The Gospels

Acts & Letters 

The Revelation 



SHARING 
THE GOSPEL

BEGINNING OF 
NEW TESTAMENT

• New Testament opens with a 
clear explanation that Jesus 
is the long promised Messiah.  
(Matthew 1:1) 

• Fulfills God's Covenants         
- The Seed of the Woman            
- Seed of Abraham                       
- Seed of David (from Judah)        
- An Israelite who perfected 
the Law 

• Named Immanuel, "God with 
Us" because Jesus was the 
perfect bearer of God's image

RETURN OF 
THE KING

JESUS AND THE 
KINGDOM OF GOD

• Jesus' Life                                 
- Preached the Kingdom of 
God.                                            
- Miracles pointed to God's  
power to heal a broken world.                                               
- Brought good news to the 
outcast of "religious" society.  

• Jesus' Death                                                  
- Shows us what complete 
trust in God looks like.                                                       
- Displays the depravity of sin.                       
- Upholds God's righteousness.  

• Jesus' Resurrection                                       
- Jesus' trust was well placed.                       
- No longer battled carnal 
thinking.

Act Four Act Five Act Six

The Bible in Six Acts



A Drama in Six Acts

Acts & Letters 

Act One: Creation and Invitation to Bear God’s Image


Act Two: Rebellion and Fallout


Act Three: God's Covenant with Israel


Scene 1: God chooses Abram to Bless the Nations


Scene 2: Israel's Royal Failure


Scene 3: The Promised Messiah


Act Four: Jesus and the Kingdom of God


Act Five: Sharing the Gospel to the Nations


Act Six: The Return of the King



Jesus Appears!
Luke 24:36-48 

• Jesus comforts his disciples by 
offering peace, and by 
demonstrating to them that he 
really is alive.


• Jesus explains how the Jewish 
Scriptures foretold his suffering, 
death and resurrection.


• He instructs his disciples to be 
witnesses and to preach 
forgiveness in his name to the 
nations.



Luke 24:36-45 

While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them 
and said to them, “Peace be with you.” They were startled and frightened, 
thinking they saw a ghost. He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and 
why do doubts rise in your minds? Look at my hands and my feet. It is I 
myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you 
see I have.”When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet.


He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: 
Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, 
the Prophets and the Psalms.”


Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He 
told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from 
the dead on the third day, and repentance for the forgiveness of sins 
will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 
You are witnesses of these things.  

Peace be with You



The Great Commission
Matthew 28:18-20 

Jesus came to them and said, 
“All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. 
Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I 
am with you always, to the very 
end of the age.”



Witnesses to the Nations
Acts 1:3-9 

After his suffering, he presented himself to them 
and gave many convincing proofs that he was 
alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty 
days and spoke about the kingdom of God...Then 
they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, 
are you at this time going to restore the kingdom 
to Israel?”  


He said to them: “It is not for you to know the 
times or dates the Father has set by his own 
authority. But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” After he 
said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, 
and a cloud hid him from their sight.



Acts 2:30-38 

But [David] was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on oath that 
he would place one of his descendants on his throne. Seeing what was to 
come, he spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, that he was not 
abandoned to the realm of the dead, nor did his body see decay. God has 
raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it. Exalted to the right hand 
of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has 
poured out what you now see and hear. For David did not ascend to heaven, 
and yet he said,


The Lord said to my Lord: 
“Sit at my right hand 
until I make your enemies 
a footstool for your feet.”  

“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you 
crucified, both Lord and Messiah.” When the people heard this, they were cut to 
the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we 
do?” Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.

Repent and be Baptized



Peter at Pentecost 
Acts 2:14-39 

• Peter explains that David's Psalm 
16 was about Jesus, not himself. 
After all, David died, was buried, 
and his grave remains — David 
was not raised so obviously, the 
Psalm was about the Messiah.


• He further explains that Psalm 
110 shows that after the 
Messiah's resurrection, he would 
be exalted to God's right hand, 
and not merely live out his life like 
Lazarus. 

Repent 
and be 

baptized, 
every one of 
you, in the 

name of Jesus 
Christ for the 
forgiveness of 

your sins. 



The Gospel Spreads

• At Pentecost, the believers in 
Jerusalem grew from 120 to 
3000.


• Persecution caused a 
diaspora which carried the 
message to synagogues 
throughout Judea, Samaria 
and the whole of the Roman 
world.

On that day a great persecution 
broke out against the church in 
Jerusalem, and all except the 
apostles were scattered throughout 
Judea and Samaria... Those who 
had been scattered preached the 
word wherever they went.


Acts 8:1-4



Preached to the Gentiles
Throughout their history, the Jews 
developed an unhealthy attitude about 
their special calling as God's Chosen 
People. Rather than seeing their calling as 
a way to bless the Nations, they viewed 
themselves as “in” and everyone else as 
“out”. Jesus' ministry demonstrated that 
God loved the world and wants all men to 
be saved.


Paul, an Apostle to the Gentiles: Acts 
9:15, Galatians 2:1-9


Gentiles receive the Holy Spirit: Acts 
11:1-21


God wants all people saved! Galatians 
3:26-29, 1 Tim. 2:1-6



Galatians 3:26-29 

So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 
for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Gentile, 
neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you 
are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you 
are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.

The Seed of Abraham



Our Place in the Story
The story of the Bible did not end 
2000 years ago. It continues today 
and we are to be a part of it. 

1. Being a light to the world by 
bearing God's image and 
witnessing to the Nations


2. Introducing Jesus' teachings 
about the restoration of all things 
in the Kingdom of God on earth.


3. Sharing the Good News so that 
others may be blessed through 
us.



A Drama in Six Acts

The Revelation 

Act One: Creation and Invitation to Bear God’s Image


Act Two: Rebellion and Fallout


Act Three: God's Covenant with Israel


Scene 1: God chooses Abram to Bless the Nations


Scene 2: Israel's Royal Failure


Scene 3: The Promised Messiah


Act Four: Jesus and the Kingdom of God


Act Five: Sharing the Gospel to the Nations


Act Six: The Return of the King



Jesus’ Ascension
Acts 1:11 

“Men of Galilee," they said, "why 
do you stand here looking into the 
sky? This same Jesus, who has 
been taken from you into heaven, 
will come back in the same way 
you have seen him go into heaven."


Hebrews 9:24 

For Christ has entered, not into holy 
places made with hands, which are 
copies of the true things, but into 
heaven itself, now to appear in the 
presence of God on our behalf.



John’s Vision
Wouldn’t our hearts burn 
within us if we could only 
know more about the 
time when Jesus 
ascended into heaven?


Revelation chapters 4 
and 5 provide wonderful 
insights and detail about 
Christ’s ascension to 
heaven and appearance 
before his Father.



John’s Vision
Revelation 4:1-6 

“I looked, and behold, a door is 
standing open in heaven! And 
the first voice, which I had heard 
speaking to me like a trumpet 
said, “Come up here, and I will 
show you what must take place. 
At once I was in the spirit, and 
there before me was a throne in 
heaven with someone sitting on 
it. And The One who sat there 
had the appearance of jasper 
and ruby.



The Book of Life

Revelation 5:1-2 

“Then I saw in the right hand of 
Him who sat on the throne a 
scroll with writing on both sides 
and sealed with seven seals. 
And I saw a mighty angel 
proclaiming in a loud voice, 
“Who is worthy to break the 
seals and open the scroll?“



 Despair!

Revelation 5:3-4 

“But no one in heaven or on 
earth or under the earth could 
open the scroll or even look 
inside it. I wept and wept 
because no one was found who 
is worthy to open the scroll or 
look inside.”



Jesus Appears in Heaven!

Revelation 5:5-6 

“Then one of the elders said to 
me, “Do not weep! See, the Lion 
of the tribe of Judah, the Root of 
David, has triumphed. He is able 
to open the scroll and it’s seven 
seals.“ Then I saw a Lamb 
looking as if it had been slain 
standing in the center of the 
throne...”



 They Sang a New Song!

Revelation 5:9-10 

“And they sang a new song, 
saying, “Worthy are you to take 
the scroll and to open it seals, 
for you were slain, and by your 
blood you redeemed people for 
God from every tribe and 
language and people and nation, 
and you have made them Kings 
and Priests to our God, and they 
shall reign on the earth.“



Return of the King

A Time of Refreshing 

The consequence of sin has 
been devastating to 
mankind and God's good 
creation. But God promises 
it won’t always be this way.  
Jesus will return to make 
everything right again.  



Acts 3:17-21 

Now, fellow Israelites, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did 
your leaders. But this is how God fulfilled what he had foretold 
through all the prophets, saying that his Messiah would suffer. 
Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped 
out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, and that he 
may send the Messiah, who has been appointed for you—even 
Jesus. Heaven must receive him until the time comes for God to 
restore everything, as he promised long ago through his holy 
prophets.

A Time of Refreshing



The New Covenant 

• God‘s laws will become inner 
principles because “He“ will 
write them on our hearts and 
put them in our minds (in the 
past Israel was charged was 
doing this (Dt 6:6-9).


• Ignorance of God will be 
removed forever.


• Sins will be forgiven forever.



Jeremiah 31:31-34

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will 
make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of 
Judah, not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the 
day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of 
Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, 
declares the LORD. For this is the covenant that I will make with 
the house of Israel after those days, declares the LORD: I will put 
my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will 
be their God, and they shall be my people. And no longer shall 
each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know 
the LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to 
the greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, 
and I will remember their sin no more.”

The New Covenant 



Happily Ever After
Then I saw “a new heaven and a new 
earth,” for the first heaven and the first 
earth had passed away... I saw the Holy 
City, the new Jerusalem, coming down 
out of heaven from God, prepared as a 
bride beautifully dressed for her 
husband. And I heard a loud voice from 
the throne saying, “Look! God’s 
dwelling place is now among the 
people, and he will dwell with them. 
They will be his people, and God himself 
will be with them and be their God. ‘He 
will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
There will be no more death’ or mourning 
or crying or pain, for the old order of 
things has passed away. He who was 
seated on the throne said, “I am making 
everything new!” Revelation 21:1-4 





The Greatest Story
The Bible in Six Acts
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Act Three

The Bible in Six Acts

CREATION REBELLION

GOD'S COVENANT WITH ISRAEL

Nations 
Blessed

Israel's 
Failure

Hope for 
Messiah

END OF 
OLD TESTAMENT

• Written to answer ancient 
questions about God, not  21st 
century questions about 
science. 

• God creates man in His image. 

• Man is to partner with God by  
multiplying, filling the earth and 
ruling over Creation. 

• God and Man dwell together.        
,
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Act One Act Two

Scene 1 Scene 2 Scene 3



Act Three

CREATION REBELLION

GOD'S COVENANT WITH ISRAEL

Nations 
Blessed

Israel's 
Failure

Hope for 
Messiah

END OF 
OLD TESTAMENT

• God warns Adam about the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil.  
Adam is told not to eat of it. The Law teaches Adam that there is a 
Superior Being to him. 

• Eve is tempted by the Serpent who shares its experience/thinking. 
Adam and Eve trust serpent thinking rather than Godly thinking. 

• Adam and Eve confess their sin and are forgiven, but 
consequences remain!  Sin has separated them from God and they 
are blocked from dwelling with God in the Garden. Still, God's plan 
won't be destroyed by man's sin and He reveals the plan to destroy 
sin through the seed of the woman. 

• Mankind rejects God and spirals into sin.  Man's inhumanity toward 
man is rampant, and the thoughts of his heart are always evil. Man 
makes a name for himself instead of for God.
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The Bible in Six Acts
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CREATION REBELLION
Nations 
Blessed

Israel's 
Failure

Hope for 
Messiah

END OF 
OLD TESTAMENT

• Even though mankind has rejected God, He chooses to bless the 
Nations through Abram and his family. 

• The family is saved from famine by going to Egypt where they were 
fruitful, multiplied and filled the land.  

• After 400 years, circumstances in Egypt change and Israel is 
treated harshly by Pharaoh.  God hears the cry of His people and 
delivers them out of bondage. 

• God enters into a covenant with the Hebrews and dwells in the 
midst of the people. God asks them to follow His commands and 
become YHWH's witnesses to the Nations.
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The Bible in Six Acts
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CREATION REBELLION
Nations 
Blessed

Israel's 
Failure

Hope for 
Messiah

END OF 
OLD TESTAMENT

• While Abram was selected because he would teach his             
family to do right, the family was dysfunctional and                   
sinned repeatedly. 

• Even though God brought the Hebrews out of Egypt through a 
series of miraculous events, they complained and rejected Moses. 

• At Sinai, the Nation promised to follow YHWH's ways and 
commands, but quickly fell into sin by creating idols and following 
the ways of the Nations instead. 

• The whole history of Israel's kings and people show repeated 
failure which lead to the destruction of Jerusalem and it's Temple, 
the captivity of the people, and the end to the reign of Jewish 
Kings. God's presence is no longer in the midst of the people.
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CREATION REBELLION

• While Abram was selected because he would teach his             
family to do right, the family was dysfunctional and                   
sinned repeatedly. 

• Even though God brought the Hebrews out of Egypt through a 
series of miraculous events, they complained and rejected Moses. 

• At Sinai, the Nation promised to follow YHWH's ways and 
commands, but quickly fell into sin by creating idols and following 
the ways of the Nations instead. 

• The whole history of Israel's kings and people show repeated 
failure which lead to the destruction of Jerusalem and it's Temple, 
the captivity of the people, and the end to the reign of Jewish 
Kings. God's presence is no longer in the midst of the people.

Nations 
Blessed

Israel's 
Failure

Hope for 
Messiah

END OF 
OLD TESTAMENT

Were these failures a 
surprise to God, and 
was Jesus a "Plan B"? 

No. God's plan always 
anticipated the need 
to rescue man from 
sin. Israel's failure 
teaches that we all 
need redemption, and 
that God's way and 
character can best be 
understood in contrast 
to man's way and 
sinful nature.
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CREATION REBELLION
Nations 
Blessed

Israel's 
Failure

Hope for 
Messiah

END OF 
OLD TESTAMENT

• From the beginning, God promised that sin would be crushed by 
one who descended from Eve — the seed of the woman. 

• Abraham was told that the Nations would be blessed through him 
and his seed. 

• Judah, Abraham's great-grandson, is told that Abraham's seed will 
hold the Scepter and become Royalty. 

• Psalms indicate the future king will come from David's seed and 
will bring justice to the Nations. 

• The prophets foretell the king will need to suffer before coming in 
glory to reign over a new creation.
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SHARING 
THE GOSPEL

BEGINNING OF 
NEW TESTAMENT

• New Testament opens with a 
clear explanation that Jesus 
is the long promised Messiah.  
(Matthew 1:1) 

• Fulfills God's Covenants         
- The Seed of the Woman            
- Seed of Abraham                       
- Seed of David (from Judah)        
- An Israelite who perfected 
the Law 

• Named Immanuel, "God with 
Us" because Jesus was the 
perfect bearer of God's image

RETURN OF 
THE KING

JESUS AND THE 
KINGDOM OF GOD

• Jesus' Life                                 
- Preached the Kingdom of 
God.                                            
- Miracles pointed to God's  
power to heal a broken world.                                               
- Brought good news to the 
outcast of "religious" society.  

• Jesus' Death                                                  
- Shows us what complete 
trust in God looks like.                                                       
- Displays the depravity of sin.                       
- Upholds God's righteousness.  

• Jesus' Resurrection                                       
- Jesus' trust was well placed.                       
- No longer battled carnal 
thinking.
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SHARING 
THE GOSPEL

BEGINNING OF 
NEW TESTAMENT

RETURN OF 
THE KING

JESUS AND THE 
KINGDOM OF GOD

• Jesus appeared to his disciples after his 
resurrection-- this changed them from fearful 
followers to courageous preachers of the 
Good News. 

• The disciples taught their hearers to repent 
and be baptized in order to be saved -- 
baptism is how Jesus followers proclaim their 
desire to participate in Jesus' death and 
resurrection. 

• The Gospel spreads to Jews and Gentiles 
alike because God's plan is to save all 
Nations through the seed of Abraham. 

• We are part of the Bible story and should 
continue to bear God's image and share the 
Good News so others will be blessed.
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SHARING 
THE GOSPEL

BEGINNING OF 
NEW TESTAMENT

RETURN OF 
THE KING

JESUS AND THE 
KINGDOM OF GOD

• God's plan will be 
fulfilled despite man's 
sin.  While the 
consequences of sin are 
devastating, Jesus will 
return to restore all 
things. 

• The Bible story ends 
just as it began with 
God dwelling among 
His people.  Creation 
will be renewed and all 
the earth will be filled 
with God's glory and 
goodness.
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